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recent defection. His prominence in the Re-
publican party and his remarkable ability upon
the platform made his loss more keenly felt.
Hence his work for the Greenbackers was sys-
tematically and persistently underrated and
subjected to sarcasm and ridicule.

As already suggested, "Weaver's unusual
power as a public speaker makes it very un-
likely that he failed to give a good account of
himself in these debates. At any rate, in the
opinion of many persons who heard them, they
were the sensation of the year, and General
"Weaver was regarded as having the advantage.
Outts was a master in ''sardonic ridicule and
irritating invective", and the contest between
him and Weaver was a battle of wits con-
ducted with great ability. So many people
would not have remembered them and the great
attention which they attracted had they been as
one-sided as partisan Republican accounts
would have us believe.90 Certainly the lapse of
time would not have transformed the van-
quished into the victor. Weaver was a pioneer
and his position was beyond the comprehension
of those who saw only the partisan aspects of
the situation. They could not conceive of any
other motives than those with which they were
familiar. Their only weapons were ridicule and
misrepresentation.

After his election to Congress in 1878 General